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Research objective:
To examine the Council of the Baltic Sea
States’ policies on biodiversity and
ecosystem services, specifically in the
context of the Baltic 2030 Agenda Action
Plan.
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The CBSS conceptual framework
Since the Finnish presidency (2013-2014) CBSS has
three long-term priorities – Regional Identity,
Sustainable & Prosperous Region, and Safe & Secure
Region.
The CBSS Baltic 2030 Action Plan (June 2017)
offered a framework to support macro-regional,
national, and sub-regional implementation of the
sustainable development strategy for the BSR. The
Action Plan includes six priority focus areas, which are
deeply interconnected and reflect a holistic approach to
achieving the 2015 UN Sustainable Development Goals.3

Border regions in Russia (Murmansk and
Arkhangelsk regions, Nenets Autonomous
District), Finland (Lapland), Norway
(Finnmark, Troms, Nordland) and Sweden
(Norrbotten). The so-called adjoining areas
included Pohjois-Pohjanmaa (Finland),
Vasterbotten (Sweden), Republic of Karelia,
Leningrad Region and St Petersburg
(Russia)

Action Plan focus areas
Partnerships for sustainable development.
Macro-regional, multi-stakeholder, inclusive
partnerships are at the core of the Baltic 2030 Action
Plan. According to this document, all stakeholders
should take responsibility for increasing regional
cooperation and achieving sustainable development.
Existing and new partnerships in the BSR should
focus on exchange of knowledge and development of
innovative, concrete, and practical solutions to
common challenges.
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Action Plan focus areas
Transition to a sustainable economy. Transnational
cooperation is crucial for successful transition to a
sustainable economy. This focus area includes several
interconnected challenges: to increase energy efficiency and
provide affordable clean energy, to reduce waste, to manage
resources wisely, to adopt sustainable consumption and
production practices and lifestyles, to create sustainable
agricultural systems, to reduce water pollution and protect
ecosystems, to ensure productive employment and decent
work for all, to promote research and innovation, and to
support “silver,” “circular,” “blue,” and “green” economies.
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Action Plan focus areas
Climate action. Work on climate change should
integrate both mitigation and adaptation. This focus area
encompasses several related dimensions: emergency
preparedness and disaster risk reduction management
related to climate and weather risks, monitoring
emerging health risks, food security risks, responding to
stresses in regional ecosystems, and other challenges.
The goal in this area is to mainstream climate change
adaptation into all planning and sectoral development
processes to strengthen the resilience of infrastructures
and society.
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Action Plan focus areas
Creating sustainable and resilient cities and
communities. Populations, economic activities, social and
cultural interactions, as well as environmental and
humanitarian impacts, are increasingly concentrated in
cities, and this poses massive sustainability challenges in
terms of housing, infrastructure, basic services, food
security, health, education, decent jobs, safety and natural
resources, and others. At the same time, supporting
positive economic, social, and environmental links between
urban, peri-urban, and rural areas by strengthening
national, macro-regional, and sub-regional development
planning is crucial.
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The CBSS Expert Group on Sustainable Development
The Group is made up of officials from relevant
ministries of the CBSS Member States. Between
2016 and 2021, the CBSS coordinated the
Horizontal Action Climate of the EU Strategy for
Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR). From January 2021,
climate was mainstreamed into all policy areas of
the EUSBSR. The main objectives of the HA Climate
of the EUSBSR were to achieve a low-emission
region which is resilient to the climate change and
mainstream climate into sector policies.
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The CBSS Expert Group on Sustainable Development
• Around 50 national coordinators, key experts and EUSBSR
officials have taken part in the three modules of the Baltic
Leadership Program on 2030 Agenda. The capacity building
program is specifically designed for the leaders of national
and macro-regional implementation of SDGs in the BSR.
• The Baltic 2030 Capacity-Building Program – Localizing the
SDGs, provided a platform for sub-national actors to
understand their role in the promotion of the SDGs and
gathered more than 60 experts of strategic planning and
sustainable development from 12 different countries.
• Has published more than 30 reports on Sustainable
development in the BSR.
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The Expert Group on Sustainable Maritime Economy
The Group is an intergovernmental body that
consists of CBSS Member State ministry officials,
including a representative from the EU Commission.
The Expert Group focuses on the Baltic Sea Region’s
maritime economy’s growth potential while better
protecting its marine ecosystems. This can be achieved
when coastal states cooperate in and strive towards
cohesive efforts in all sectors of maritime action.
The focus on small and medium sized ports,
together with clean shipping, maritime coastal tourism
and sustainable yachting.
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CBSS ongoing projects
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Sustainable development-related projects:
2021:
1. Rural Cultural Planning (RurCultural)
• Priority: Regional Identity
• Project leader: Danish Cultural Institute
• Participating countries: Denmark, Latvia, Russia
2. Building resilient and inclusive sustainable maritime
tourism in the Baltic Sea Region
• Priority: Sustainable & Prosperous Region
• Project leader: Fundacja Motus
• Participating countries: Poland, Estonia, Lithuania 13

The 2022 CBSS project call priorities:
1. “Green Entrepreneurship”: Projects should aim at
encouraging people, especially young people, to start up
their own “green” and innovative business. Peer learning
and good practice exchange across the BSR will be an asset
of the proposed actions.
2. “Reducing waste and the promotion of more sustainable
consumption”: the promotion of reuse and repair,
selection of more environmentally friendly products, how
to reduce waste of food, water and energy in households
and in the society at large, and counteracting unnecessary
(over-) consumption which negatively affect the
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environment and peoples’ health.

