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Policies advocate  
sustainable landscapes 

• EU/Europe 

– Birds and Habitats Directives, Biodiversity strategy, Green 
Infrastructure, Forest Europe, Landscape Convention, 
Aarhus Convention, Water directive... 

• Global 

– CBD, SDGs... 



Urgency requires effective 
implementation 

• the policy process (e.g., who takes part?) 

• outputs (e.g., policy instruments, performance 
targets, planning processes?) 

• the consequences in terms of outcomes on 
the ground (e.g., the functionality of 
ecological networks, human well-being and 
biodiversity conservation)  



Sustainability depends on norms 
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Multiple spatial scales 

• Country 
– ~ 50,000 to 500,000 km2 

• A social-ecological system (region) 
– <1 hour commuting (ca. 60 x 60  x π = ca. 10,000 

km2)) 

• Biodiversity (processes, habitats, species) 
– Effective population of bird s (100 pairs) (median 500 

km2, mean ca. 2,000 km2)  

• Neighbourhood 
– Parish,  village 



Kovda river 

• Russian 
Federation and 
Finland 



Topics 

• Forests for wood or culture/nature-based 
tourism 

• Reference conditions for biodiversity 
conservation 

• Governance structure (sectors, levels, power) 

 



Bukovina 

• A historic 
Austro-
Hungarian 
province 
shared 
between 
Ukraine and 
Romania 



Topics 

• Steep social-ecological gradient as natural 
experiment design 

– Beekeeper well-being 

– Quality of honey 

– Effects of land use/land cover on biodiversity 

• Social capital and meeting places  
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Call for collaboration! 


